
Portland Public Schools: Course Syllabus 

Course Number: 10030K School: Wilson High School 

Instructor: Kathy Anderson  Contact information: kathya@pps.k12.or.us 

Subject: Eng Lit/Comp 5-6 H Course Title: Honors Junior      

                       English 
Grade Level: 11 

  

Prerequisites:  Eng Lit/Comp 3-4 

Course description:  This advanced course traces the major movements of American Literary 

thought from Puritanism to Post-modernism while focusing on the interplay of history, culture, 

society, and tradition that shape literary expression. Extensive reading and frequent writing are 

required. Students will also use research to complete the Junior Literary Analysis Paper.  Students 

will read from a variety of classic and contemporary American authors and are expected to actively 

and independently engage in the critical examination of sophisticated literature.  

Objectives: 

 Students will appreciate the aesthetic appeal of literature 

 Students will reflect upon, analyze, and interpret literature 

 Students will gain a better understanding of what it means to be an American and of our unique 

culture 

 Students will continue to develop their writing styles and skills  

 Students will continue to develop skills in research and analysis 

 Students will improve their working vocabularies and word recognition skills  

 

Resources: texts may include: Elements if Literature 5
th

 Course, Holt; The Scarlet Letter, 

Hawthorne, The Narrative of Frederick Douglass, Douglass; The Great Gatsby, Fitzgerald; A 

Catcher in the Rye, Salinger; Their Eyes Were Watching God, Hurston;  

Selected Poetry, essays, articles, short stories, and editorials 

  

Assessment/evaluation/grading policy:  Assignments will be divided into four categories with the 

following weights:  Summer Reading Essay 5%, Vocabulary 10%, Daily Work 60%, Major Projects 

and Tests 25%.  Your grade will be the average of the points you earn.  Letter grades are awarded as 

follows: 

 90 – 100% = A 

 80 –89% = B 

 79 –79% = C 

 60 – 69% = D 

  0 – 59% = F 

 

Required materials/out of pocket expenses expected for students: Binder, paper, pens 

Behavioral expectations: Students are expected to show respect and consideration for themselves, 

their classmates, their teacher, and all materials. This expectation includes:  using appropriate/ non-

offensive language, coming to class on time, working productively, taking care of provided 



materials, and helping others to feel welcome. If a student’s presence in the class makes it difficult 

for others to work, the following steps will be taken:  

a) Student will be verbally warned and instructed to redirect behavior 

b) Student will be required to come in after class to discuss behavior  

c) Student’s parents/guardian will be notified and asked to intervene 

d) Student will be removed from class and referred to administrator  

 

Student Accommodations and Support:  Feel free to let me know about unique learning situations 

that you have. I will do my best to accommodate and challenge all students.  Tutorial time is 

available at Wilson on Wednesday and Thursday afternoons.  In addition, I can meet with students 

by appointment. 

Assignments and Make-up work:  Students are expected to be in class and prepared to participate 

each day.  If a student misses a class due to an excused absence, he/she will be allowed to make-up 

missed assignments.  It is the student’s responsibility to ask for the missed work. Students will 

be allowed the same amount of time to complete the assignment as the rest of the class was given. 

Late assignments will have points deducted. Assignments over one week late will not be accepted.  

Effective date of syllabus:    September 5
th
              School year:  2007 -08 

Signature of Instructor:                                                                            (Kathy Anderson)  

Administrator Approval: 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 


