Portland Public Schools
Syllabus for school year 2007- 2008

NCES/eSIS Course Number 082101, 082102 School: Wilson High School

Instructor: Janet Dakin Contact information:
jdakin@pps.kl2.or.us

503 916 5280 x207

Subject: Global Lit 1-2 Days of week Hours offered:
offered: M-F pers. 4,5, or 6

Course description (forecast guide) The Wilson High School Freshman
Humanities Seminar, required for all 9th grade students, consists of two
components: Global Studies and Global Literature. This challenging college
preparation seminar utilizes traditionally rigorous academic teaching
methods with current best teaching practices to yield a meaningful academic
experience for all Wilson students. The Freshman Humanities Seminar is
characterized by the creation of smaller learning communities designed to
assist students in their transition from middle school to high school. The
pairing of teachers from the English and Social Studies departments with
approximately 30 students per class and a counselor to supervise high school
and post high school planning will form the seminar. This course satisfies
the freshman English and Social Students requirements for the Wilson High
School honor diplomas.

Learning objectives:
e Tisten to, read, and understand a wide variety of informational and
narrative text at school and on own, applying comprehension strategies
as needed.

e TIncrease word knowledge through systematic vocabulary development;
determine the meaning of new words by applying knowledge of word
origins, word relationships, and context clues; verify the meaning of
new words; and use those new words accurately.

e Demonstrate understanding and an interpretation of informational text.

e FExamine content and structure of grade-level informational and
literary text.

e Tisten to and read text to make connections and respond to a wide
variety of literature of varying complexity.

e Demonstrate general understanding and an interpretation of grade-level
literary text.

e FExamine content and structure of grade-level literary text.

Writing:

e Pre-write, draft, revise, edit, and publish.

e Communicate supported ideas, including relevant examples, facts,
anecdotes, and details, appropriate to audience and purpose that
engage reader interests.

e Organize information in clear sequence, making connections and
transitions among ideas, sentences, and paragraphs.

e Demonstrate knowledge of spelling, grammar, punctuation, and

capitalization.
e Write narrative, expository, and persuasive texts, using a variety of
written forms - including journals, essays, short stories, poems,

research reports, research papers, business and technical writing - to
express ideas appropriate to audience and purpose.



mailto:jdakin@pps.k12.or.us

e TInvestigate topics of interest and importance, selecting appropriate
media sources, using effective research processes, and demonstrating
ethical use of resources and materials.

Speaking and Listening:

e Communicate supported ideas using oral, visual, multi-media forms in ways
appropriate to topics, context, audience, and purpose.

e Organize oral, visual, and multi-media presentations in clear sequence,
making connections and transitions among ideas and elements.

e Iisten critically and respond appropriately.

e Evaluate the significance and accuracy of information and ideas presented
in oral, visual, and multi-media communications.

References, text book(s), resources include:

Speak The Odyssey

Bl ess Me Ul ti ma End g
One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich Romeo and Juliet

Choice Books. Poetry, Essays, and Short Stories.

Assessment/evaluation/grading policy: Late work is accepted but loses 20% of
possible points. Assessment is based on participation, papers, reading
responses, tests, and quizzes and major and minor projects. Assessment will
be based on individual student improvement as well as 9th Grade standards.

A:90-100% B:80-89% C: 70-79% D: 60-69%

Student opportunities to meet CIM/CAM requirements:

Students will be given opportunities to pass the 4 possible CIM writing work
samples; Narrative, Expository, Imaginative, and Persuasive. Academic
Literacy will be taught to prepare students for the 10th Grade CIM reading
test.

Additional costs for materials/out of pocket expenses expected for students:
choice reading books

Behavioral expectations:

Respect for ALL: Each other
Our learning environment
Ourselves
Our classroom

Participation: In class

In our own learning
Every Day for the Entire Period

No violence will be tolerated.

Violence occurs whenever anyone harms—---or threatens to harm---a person’s
body, feelings, or possessions.
CONSEQUENCES
Reminder, change seats, confiscate distracting item
Warning
Student/ teacher conference
Call Home

Refer to Vice Principal

Effective date of syllabus: September 6, 2007







