
Portland Public Schools 

Syllabus Template  

Instructor:  Mr. Ismael Relampagos 

School Year:  2007-08 

 

NCES/eSIS Course Number:  17111, 17112                               School:  Wilson High School 

Subject:  Biology                        Course Title:  Biology                     Grade Level:  9 

Type of credit earned:  Core Credit 

Prerequisites:  none 

Course description:  
A laboratory-centered approach to the study of living organisms and concepts of plant and 
animal life. Topics covered include basic cell structure, organization, classification of life, and 
relationships between organisms and the environment. All students are involved in 
problem-solving and critical thinking as selfdirected learners, both individually and in groups. 
 

Learning Objectives: 

To use the scientific method (hypothesize, research, experiment, collect data, analysis of data, 

inferring, concluding) 

 

To understand the functions, characteristics, and structure of organisms 

 

To understand the transmission of traits in living things 

 

To understand the relationship between living things and the environment 

References, text book(s), resources:  Holt Biology, DeSalle, R., Heithus, M. 

 

Assessment/evaluation/grading policy: 

Your grade will be based on a point system.  On each assignment you can earn a specific 

number of points.  At the end of each grading period your points will be tallied and a 

percentage of the total points possible will be computed to determine your grade. 

 

 Percentage  Letter Grade 

        90            A 

        80                     B 

        70            C 

        60            D 

 

This point system is based on having 100% class participation.  You cannot have 100% class 

participation if you have excessive tardies or absences, excused or unexcused.  (Excessive 

absences due to illness or an emergency situation will not be considered as nonparticipation.)  

If you are present the entire period, you still cannot have 100% class participation if you are 

academically nonproductive. Less than 100% class participation will lower your grade 

despite your point percentage. 

 

 

Behavioral expectations: 



Unexcused Absences 

Any student that “cuts” class will be referred to the Vice Principal.  In addition, you will 

receive a “0” for any classwork assigned that day, any homework assigned that day, and any 

homework that was due that day.  If you “cut” class on a day that an exam is given, you will 

receive a “0” for that exam. 

 

Unexcused Tardies 

A student is allowed three unexcused tardies per quarter.  On the fourth tardy a referral will be 

sent to the Attendance Dean and that student will receive an administrative detention.  This 

detention is usually served after school or during lunchtime for approximately forty minutes.   

 

Each time you are tardy you will have the option of doing non-judicial punishment.  Non-

judicial punishment consists of serving an “inconvenience detention.”  This inconvenience 

detention will negate the current tardy and will not be added to the total tardies that lead to an 

administrative detention.  For each minute that you are late, you will be detained for two 

minutes.  This inconvenience detention is scheduled during the break, the first ten minutes of 

lunchtime, or during tutor time on a block day.     

   

Please note!  Oversleeping, missing a bus, car trouble, or the “alarm did not go off” are NOT 

considered excused unless accompanied by a note from your parents. 

 

Etiquette and Respect  

Standard etiquette will be practiced in this class.  For example, if you wish to say something 

during a class discussion or need some help during a lab session, proper protocol is to raise 

your hand and wait until you are recognized.  Respect for the teacher and other students will be 

practiced in this class.  An example of disrespect is any rude, loud, or obnoxious behavior that 

disrupts the learning environment. 

 

Class Conduct 

You have a right to be here and receive an education.  But if your behavior infringes on the 

rights of the other students and prevents them from obtaining their education, your right to be 

here will be terminated.  You will be removed from class and sent to the Vice Principal for 

behavior modification if you violate any of the following basic rules. 

 

 Rule 1 - Property Loss and Damage 

  Examples: stealing school or personal property 

        vandalism (abusing equipment, writing on the desk) 

        abuse of laboratory specimens, alive or dead 

 

 Rule 2 - Health and Safety 

  Examples: throwing objects across the room 

         dangerous use of equipment or chemicals 

         poor personal hygiene 



         coming to class under the influence of mind-altering substances 

         any act of violence (physical or verbal assaults)  

 

 Rule 3 - Disruption of the Educational Process 

  Examples:  back-talking the teacher 

          spoiled-brat temper tantrums 

          gross or immoral behavior (e.g. foul language) 

          gross or immoral appearance (e.g. clothing that advertises   

                                                                                                alcohol or drugs)   

          socializing during class time 

                                           cell phone/electronic devices going off in class         

 

General Information 

1.  Homework assignments will be given in this class.  These assignments are designed to be 

done at home and not in class.  Homework assignments will be due the following school 

day after they are assigned, as soon as you arrive to class.  If you do not have the 

assignment ready as soon as you arrive to class, the assignment is considered “late.”  Late 

homework will be penalized 10% if it is late one day, 20% if it is late seven days, and 

50% if it is late eight or more days.  If you arrive to class tardy and your tardiness is 

unexcused, your homework assignment is considered “late.”  If you are absent the day 

the assignment is due, it is due the first day you come back  (as soon as you arrive to 

class).  If you have an excused absence on the day the homework was assigned, you will 

be given a grace period to hand it in.  The homework assignments will be posted on the 

front board.  It is your responsibility to get the assignments in on time.  Late homework 

will not be accepted after the unit test on that homework’s subject matter has been given. 

 

2. Classwork (lab write-ups, worksheets, book assignments, etc.) should be handed in as 

soon as it is completed.  Classwork assigned Monday through Thursday of the current 

week, or Friday of the previous week, must be turned in by the last working day of the 

current week, usually Friday. Late classwork will be penalized 10% if it is late one day, 

20% if it is late seven days, and 50% if it is late eight or more days.  The current week’s 

class assignments will be posted on the front board.  It is your responsibility to get the 

assignments in on time.  As with homework, a grace period will be given for an excused 

absence.  Also, as with homework, late classwork will not be accepted after the unit test 

on that classwork’s subject matter has been given. 

 

3. Test dates will be posted at least 5 days in advance.  If you have an excused absence on 

the day of the test, you will be required to take the test during lunchtime or tutor time.  In 

order to give you adequate study time, no homework will be assigned 3 days prior to the 

test date. 

 

4. It is expected that you come to class with the proper materials (pencil, pen, text, 

notebook, etc.).  Since you will be taking lecture notes in this class, you should purchase 

a spiral notebook.  If you happen to forget a writing instrument, you can check one out if 

you present a deposit.  This service is provided for students who just “happen to forget”.  



It is not intended for students who “habitually forget” to bring materials. 

 

5. An assignment must be neat and readable in order to receive points. Any assignment 

lacking neatness and readability will be returned without points.  You can still get credit 

for this assignment if it is redone within one day of its return to you. 

 

6. Errors must be erased or crossed out using only one straight line.  You will lose from one 

to five points on your assignment if an error is blotched out, scribbled out, or even 

crossed out with more than one straight line.  Since an improperly crossed out error looks 

like a “crushed bug”, a “large insect/arachnid” will be stamped on the front of your 

assignment to indicate that this violation has occurred.  A “small insect/arachnid” will be 

stamped (usually in red) next to the specific violation. 

 

7. Doing homework from other classes or studying for a test for another class is prohibited 

unless you are done with all current biology assignments. 

 

8. Since some individuals prefer to be “hall walkers” rather than academically productive 

students, student-requested hall passes will be at my discretion. If a student has a medical 

problem where he/she has to go to the bathroom frequently, he/she must have a note from 

a parent on file with the school nurse. 

 

9. If you sleep in class I will assume that you are sick or under the influence of mind-

altering substances.  Since a sleeping student is nonproductive, he/she will be referred to 

the nurse or Vice Principal. 

 

10. Listening to iPods, radios, CD or MP3 players is not allowed during class time. 

 

11.   Electronic devices such as cellular phones and beepers are not to be activated during class 

time as this disrupts the learning environment.  If your parents need to get a message to 

you, inform them to go through the main office switchboard. 

 

 

 

Safety issues and requirements:  See above category (Rule 2) 

 

Additional opportunities:  

() field trips 

() work shadows related to curriculum 

() paid or non-paid internships 

() project-based learning 

() service learning 

 

Schedule of topics/units covered: 

Course of Study: Fall Semester    

   Scientific Vocabulary 

   Biochemistry 



   The Cell 

   Energy Flow in the Ecosystem 
   Genetics 

 

   Spring Semester 

   Advanced Genetics 

   The Animal Kingdom 

   Microbiology  

   The History of Life 

   Ecology 

 

Student Accommodation(s)
1
 and support available: 

Tutor time available Wednesdays and Thursdays 

 

Signature of instructor completing this form:  Mr. Ismael Relampagos 

Effective date of syllabus: 01 Sep 07                                                   School year:  2007-2008 

 Administrator Approval:  

 

 


